
 

 
The Viking View 

Voyager Elementary School November 

2015 

Conferences are being held on November 12th and November 17th at 

Voyager.  Parents are encouraged to participate.  Report cards will be 

sent home November 13th.  K-1 students will be receiving their first 

report cards at the end of the semester in January.  Please feel free 

to ask questions about your child, about the curriculum, and listen 

to the perceptions of your child’s teacher.  Research demonstrates 

that parents who take an active interest in their child’s education 

are more likely to have children that are successful in school. 

When you enter the building, stop by the office to check in and re-

ceive a visitor’s pass.  Please keep in mind that all doors are locked 

during the school day.  Thank you to all that have visited our build-

ing using our security system at the Byron Road doors.  This system 

is working very well for us, and your cooperation with our questions 

prior to entry has been tremendous.  Keeping your children safe is 

the number one goal with this system.  When picking up your child 

early or at the end of the day, please stop at the office to pick them 

up rather than go to the classroom.  After you’ve signed your child 

out in the office, please use the benches placed in the hallway while 

you wait for your child. 

Please Be Reminded 

Parent Teacher Conferences 

Upcoming Events 

 

 Daylight Savings 

time - Set your 

clocks back one 

hour - 11/1 /15- 

2:00 am 

 NO SCHOOL - Pro-

fessional Develop-

ment Day for 

Teachers - 

11/3/15 

 HPS Technology 

Bond Vote - 

11/3/15 

 PTO Meeting - 

11/5/15 - 4:00 pm 

*Please note that 

all meetings are 

now 4:00 pm* 

 Board of Education 

Meeting - 11/9/15 

- 7:00pm 

 NO SCHOOL - 

Thanksgiving 

Break - 11/25-

11/27/15 

Office 

552-7500 

8:00am - 4:30pm 
 

 

Attendance 

552-7519 

24 hours per day 

 
 

Kids Kare  

 552-7505 

6:30am-9:00am & 

3:30pm-6:00pm 

School Improvement 

We’ve had an exciting start to our school year here at Voyager.  One 

of our school improvement goals is to ensure a full year’s growth for 
every child in all academic areas.  Teachers have been looking at 
their student data to determine a SMART goal for their students.  
Our At-Risk literacy support team has begun servicing learners who 
need additional support in reading and math.  Together we are creat-
ing an environment of academic excellence.  Voyager Elementary is 
a place where we value the heart of the child so that all Voyager stu-
dents can be their academic B.E.S.T. 



 

Sunday, November 1 - Daylight Savings Time - Set  

  your clocks back one hour - 2:00 a.m. 

Tuesday, November 3 - NO SCHOOL - Professional  

             Development Day for Teachers 

   Technology Bond Vote  

Thursday, November 5 - LOC 1:55-2:40pm 

            PTO Meeting 4:00 p.m. 

Friday, November 6 - Quarter I Ends 

                       PTO Spirit Day - Pajama Day - $1.00 

Monday, November 9 - Quarter II Begins 

         Board of Educ. Mtg 7pm 

Tuesday, November 10  - After School Swim 

Wednesday, November 11 - Book Fair Begins   

       through Thursday, November 19 @ Noon 

              Lunch Buddies  

Thursday, November 12 - Steering Committee  

     Meeting 7:40a.m. 

    Picture Retake Day 

    LOC 1:55-2:40p.m. 

    Conferences 4:30-7:30 

Friday, November 13 - Gr 2-5 Rep. Cards Go Home 

Monday, November 16 - Lunch with a Loved One  

    Grades K, 1 & 5 

Tuesday, November 17 - After School Swim 

            Conferences 4:30-7:30 

Wednesday, November 18 - Lunch w/ a Loved One 

            Grades 2, 3 & 4 

Thursday, November 19 - 2nd Grade Music Prgrm. 

                     10:00am & 7:00pm 

          LOC 1:55-2:40pm 

Monday, November 23 - 4th Grade to Sloan/     

     Longway Planetarium - 9:05am - 2:00 pm 

                                        Board of Educ. Mtg 7pm 

Tuesday, November 24 - After School Swim 

Friday, November 27 - Voices of Voyager Sing in  

                                       Fantasy of Lights Parade 

NO SCHOOL WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25 THRU 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27 - THANKSGIVING BREAK 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

COLD WEATHER IS UPON US! 
 

 
As the weather is cooling off outside, we would like to 
remind parents to please have your child dress appropriately 
for the weather.  We go outside for recess everyday, unless 
it is raining or the temperature with the wind-chill is below 
10 degrees.  Thanks for your cooperation! 
 

 

 

 

*************************************************** 

 

 

THOUGHTS ON REPORT CARDS   

by your child 

 
Dear Mom and Dad, 

 Today I am bringing home a “snapshot” of myself.  This 

picture is a time exposure of me that’s been developing during the past 

months.  Considering my many likes and dislikes, my mood changes 

from day to day, I think it’s a pretty good likeness of me. 

 When you see my “snapshot”, remember this is a report of 

someone near and dear to you.  So, please do not get too uptight if you 

see a blemish.  I hope you will accept me as I am. 

 Please do not picture me as being better than all the other 

children.  Remember that all children do not learn to talk at the same 

time, nor do they learn Math and Reading at the same rate.  I ask you 

not to compare me with my brother, my sister or the kid next door.  

You can set realistic goals for me, but please be careful not to push me 

to succeed at something that is beyond my ability. 

 I want you to understand that my report card is a picture of 

my school progress.  You have learned many things about my life at 

school, even things that may have surprised you!! 

 My teacher knows me as I am at school.  You know how I 

am at home.  The “real” me is somewhere in between.  When these 

two pictures become blended with acceptance and understanding, I 

hope my “snapshots” will be a shining portrait. 

 

Love, 

Your child 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO CHECK THE LOST & 
FOUND. 

 
There is already an abundance of lunch boxes 
and jackets that are missing their owners!  All 
items left at Christmas Break will be donated to 
the Salvation Army or other needy organization. 

There is still a safety concern with vehicles parking in the fire lane in 

the front parking lot of Voyager.  Please do not leave your vehicle unat-

tended in the front circle drive (fire lane).  This is a major  safety issue 

for  students.  If you must leave your vehicle, please find a proper parking 

space.  Your cooperation is appreciated.  Parents that pick up will need to 

know the bus number that your child rides.  If you need a child off of a 

bus at the end of the day (in an extreme emergency) and buses are leav-

ing, knowing your child’s bus number will be very helpful to our staff in 

locating your child and keeping the buses on schedule.  Please continue to 

call the office prior to 3:00 with any end of day changes in plans for your 

students. 



 

 
V.I.P. WINNERS FOR OCTOBER 

 

What is a V.I.P.?  A Viking in Positive Situations…  These awards are given by staff members to any 
student they see being their B.E.S.T.  
 

Voyager Mission Statement 
 

Voyager Elementary School, in partnership with families and the community, seeks to inspire all chil-
dren to achieve academically, to be their personal B.E.S.T. and to become enthusiastic life-long learn-

ers. 
B – Be Bucket Fillers 

E – Give our Best Effort 
S – Be Safe 

T – Take Responsibility 

Every two weeks on Friday, 6 students will be drawn from all the V.I.P. entries in the office.  These six 

students will win a small prize, a free children’s meal from a local restaurant, a “Thumbs-Up” charm for 

their backpack key chain and their first name on the electronic sign for one week.  At the end of each 

month, all students that have an entry ticket in the  office, will automatically be called to the office on 

the morning announcements and will receive a “Thumbs-Up” charm.  Students can obtain one charm 

each month.  Here are the Voyager V.I.P.’s for October….  

  

WAY TO GO VIKINGS!  WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU!!! 

                                                                  
SEPTEMBER 

 
Vivian - Gariepy 
Alex - Hibbard 
Aidan - Vischer 
Ruby - Gariepy 
Sean - Gariepy 
Brody - Miller 
Eli - Gariepy 
Cooper - Keddle 
Alexis - Dorer 
Macy - Miller 
Gavin - Hibbard 
Sydney - Hibbard 
Mallory - Gariepy 
Kylie - Gariepy 
Kailei - Gariepy 
Olivia - Baker 

 
OCTOBER 

 
Tyler - Miller 
Aaliyah - Hibbard 
Cecilia - Gariepy 
Lucy - Keddle 
Sophia - Hibbard 
Katlyn - Hibbard 
Cody - Malewitz 
Mason - Malewitz 
Gretchen - Malewitz 

Leora - Laviolette 

Reid - Keddle 

Lucas - Dorer 

Hanna - Miller 

Karsten - Miller 

Danny - Dorer 

Tyler - Miller 

Nick - Hibbard 

Jocelyn - Vischer 

Sydney - Hibbard 

Hannah - Vischer 

Dru - Hibbard 

Simmie - Hibbard 

Sara - Malewitz 

Riley - Hibbard 

Avani - Cosgrove 

Clay - Hibbard-

Dreygan - Hibbard 

Cara - Vischer 
Sebastian - Keddle 
John - Keddle 
Jaidah - Gariepy 
Alex - Hibbard 
Aubrey - Gariepy 
Eduardo - Malewitz 
Alison - Vischer 
Olivia - Hibbard 
Reese - Keddle 
Kaitlyn - Keddle 
Phoebe - Gariepy 
Kenton - Hibbard 
Macy - Gariepy 
Brody - Miller 
Joseph - Gariepy 
Landon - Baker 
Brynn - Hibbard 
Heidi - Keddle 
Lilly - Keddle 
Dylan - Miller 
Dakota - Hibbard 
Brayden - Hibbard 
Jorja - Keddle 
Aila - Cosgrove 
Breana - Foltz 
Landon - Malewitz 
Teagan - Malewitz 
Evan - Malewitz 
Ashlyn - Clees 
Rhoan - Vischer 

Jake - Vischer 
Michael - Keddle 
Alyssa - Vischer 
Nick - Hibbard 
Aiden - Hibbard 
Tony - Hibbard 
Logan - Vischer 
DJ - Gariepy 
Zach - Hibbard 
Caitlyn - Hibbard 
Lucas - Dorer 
Liam - Baker 
Garrick - Vischer 
Grady - Keddle 
Rylan - Hibbard 
Will -Hibbard 
McKenna - Hibbard 
Kaya - Vischer 
Davin - Hibbard 
Ruby - Baker 
Milana - Hibbard 
Nadia - Keddle 
Gavin - Hibbard 
Natalie - Baker 
Cooper - Hibbard 
Mallory - Baker 
Morgan - Malewitz 
Jackson - Clees 
Summer - Malewitz 
Owen - Malewitz 
Dominic - Keddle 

Jake - Hibbard 
Kylie - Baker 
Gracie - Hibbard 
Emma - Hibbard 
Olivia - Baker 
Christopher - Clees 
Bryce - Dorer 
Daniel - Malewitz 
Ella - Vischer 
Dru - Hibbard 
Ryal - Miller 
Bobby - Gariepy 
Shawn - Vischer 
Andrew - Gariepy 
Beckett - Cosgrove 
Jackson - Malewitz 
Emma - Hibbard 
Addison - Keddle 
Andy - Barlow 
Arianna - Keddle 
Cassidy - Keddle 
Reese - Baker 
Lauren - Miller 
Alan - Baker 
Lara - Cosgrove 
Luke - Gariepy 
William - Malewitz 
Michael - Gariepy 
Miranda - Malewitz 
Lilly - Malewitz 
Jenna - Keddle 

V.I.P.  

WINNERS/                                          

TEACHER 

V.I.P. CHARM WINNERS/TEACHER 



  Dear Parents of Upper Elementary Students - 

Recently in Technology Class, students have 

started to learn about Sumdog’s Progress Hub. 

This 4 minute video will tell parents all about 

Sumdog’s new learning engine. Here is the link 

for the sumdog lesson if you are interested in 

more details.  

 

Dear Parents of 4th & 5th Graders - During the 

first quarter, students have been creating 

their personal “Spark Slide Shows” and storing 

them on their Google drives. Sparks are pas-

sions and skills that are felt deeply and help us 

grow. You are invited to stop by the computer 

lab with your child during the November con-

ferences. The slide shows are an opportunity 

for students to express their sparks to you! 

Here is the link for the spark lesson if 

you are interested in more details.  

 

Best Regards,  

Mr. Thelen, Technology 

 

  

  

 
 
TO ALL VOYAGER PARENTS:   
Voyager is fortunate to have the green and 
yellow Abitibi Paper Co. recycling dumpster 

behind the school with our other dumpsters. You are 
able to bring all your paper (newspaper with shiny in-
serts included, magazines, junk mail, catalogs, office pa-
per, household paper, and shredded paper …which 
must be in a tied bag) to the dumpster 24/7.  The 
Abitibi Co. pays Voyager money for every ton of paper 
we recycle and all of that money goes directly to the stu-
dents for assemblies, library books, planting trees, or any 
worthy project for our kids.  So please start saving all of 
your papers and DUMP AWAY for Voyager students, 
in addition to helping our kids it helps save our planet.  
ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED:  cardboard, boxboard 
(cereal boxes, etc.), or phone books. 

Hello Voyager Staff, Students, and Families! 

It has been a productive month in the counseling 

office! I have spent my time meeting one-on-one 

with students and staff, exploring our current 

needs, and developing a system to best serve 

our building. 

 

I am eager to start my classroom visits/lessons 

in November, which will be focusing on how to 

manage strong feelings like anger and anxiety.  

Students will explore their emotions through an 

interactive presentation and brainstorm on ef-

fective management strategies. I will also be of-

fering informal “lunch bunches,” where I can 

connect with several students dealing with a 

common concern, like making friends or studying 

effectively. 

 

There is an excellent opportunity for parents:  

The Western Oakland County Parenting Educa-

tion Fair, featuring Jim Fay, author of 

“Parenting with Love and Logic.” The fair takes 

place on Saturday, November 22nd from 8:00am-

2:00pm. Cost is $12 and childcare is available. 

For more information or to register, go to 

www.wlcsd.org. 

 

While I spend my time between Voyager and  

Challenger, I am always available at  

martink@howellschools.com.   

 

Please reach out with any questions, comments, 

or concerns. 

 

Kim Martin, Counselor 

http://www.sumdog.com/en/Sumdog%27s_skills/
http://www.voycomp.com/3-5-solving-problems-ct2.html
http://www.voycomp.com/media-and-formats-cc3.html
mailto:martink@howellschools.com


  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

IT’S BOOK FAIR TIME IN THE MEDIA CENTER!! 
 

Our Scholastic Book Fair will be held in the media center from 
Wednesday, November 11th through Thursday, November 19th (morning only). 

This is a great opportunity to purchase quality books and materials for 
your child and help support our Voyager library!! 

 
The book fair will be open daily from 8:30am to 12:00 noon and from 1:00pm to 4:00pm. 

It will also be open during parent/teacher conferences on: 
Thursday, November 12th from 4:00-8:00pm. 
Tuesday, November 17th from 4:00-8:00pm. 

Be sure to stop by and check out all the wonderful books!! 
 

Mark your calendars now for our “Lunch and Shop with a Loved One” Event! 
The dates, by grade level, are as follows: 

Monday, November 16th:  Students in grades K, 1st and 5th. 
Wednesday, November 18th:  Students in grades 2nd, 3rd and 4th. 

 
If Loved Ones are planning on attending, we ask that they send a note in with their student so their 

teachers have an idea of who will be meeting their loved one and shopping together. You will be greeted at 
the front doors.  We ask that you please sign-in and obtain a visitor sticker and wait for your student near the cafe-

teria doors.  After enjoying lunch with your student you can proceed to the media center to enjoy shopping the 
book fair.  After your visit, please stop by the visitors table and sign-out. 

 
If you can’t make it to the school and still want to purchase books, you are in luck!  Books and items can also be 
purchased ONLINE offering home convenience and a bigger selection of books.  All on-line orders benefit our 

school. Please visit our Voyager Book Fair Homepage at:    
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/voyagerelementaryschoolnovember2015 

 
The on-line book fair is available from November 10, 2015 through November 20, 2015. 

 
 
 
 
 

                                  

http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/voyagerelementaryschoolnovember2015


 

                         Art Room Activities   

 
 

It’s November and we are finishing up our 6 week Nature Study Unit in the art room!  Nature 

is everywhere and will be showing up in the art galleries soon.  The clay showcase should be 

sporting some pretty awesome clay created by our 5th graders. There will be nature study 

Pumpkins and Gourds, Dog Portraits, and a few silly green faced gremlins! Such personality!  

  

5th grade has been working hard studying Feathers and Pinecones; these images require a keen 

eye and an aptitude for details.  So far we are rocking it, our fifth graders leave with such 

strong draftsmanship skills!  They will be working in a choice studio to complete their work 

using color ways and materials of their choice!  Wow!  

  

4th grade is studying moths and insects. We learned to experiment and explore how space is 

used to create a composition! Check out how strong our fourth grade is becoming in creativity!  

  

3rd grade has some really cool mushrooms to show off!  We learned about mushrooms, puff 

balls, and fungus that grows wild in Michigan! Make sure you ask your 3rd grader about their 

realistic drawings; what do mushroom gills look like! 

  

2nd grade is making Birds!  All classes are working with the concept of space and composition 

and you should see how they solve the many problems created when we draw.  I continue to be 

humbled by their perseverance and determination. These students want to know how to draw! 

 
1st grade studied Owls with personality!  Our early draftsmen needed a little silly in their na-

ture studies…so we drew from our own silly-selves for inspiration. I hope to show these beau-

ties off soon!  This was not an easy step for our early first graders; they worked hard and 

please give your student a high five!  

  

Kindergarten has been doing numerous projects that involved pre-art-making experiences. 

You may have noticed early AB Pattern recognition, Picture Telling or VTS, Color Family 

Games, Shape sorting, etc. Ok, I snuck a few Halloween project in there too….I love this holi-

day and so do they!  We will be reading many books on shapes over the next few weeks and 

playing with shapes!  How better to learn! This will be a reoccurring theme this year.  

  

Thank you for the support in the art room; I love teaching this subject!  

Gay Lundin, Art Teacher  



 

Information: (517) 540-8355  
On the web: www.howellrecreation.org 

 

  
 

 
No School open Swim!! 
Tuesday November 3rd 

1:00-2:30pm 
               & 
       Wednesday November 25th                      
           Only $2.50 a person!! 

 Get ready for our  NEW After School Swim Schedule! That’s right! Two days of swimming!! 
Swims will start on Friday November 13th  and will go from 3:45pm-5:00pm 

$2.50 per swimmer 
 
 Voyager, Challenger, Northwest, Three Fires  
  Tuesdays in November 
           11/17, 11/24  
 

 Hutchings,  South  East, South West  
  Fridays in November 
          11/13, 11/20 

 
   Transportation is provided as always on a rotational schedule. 

Permission slips are  
required with parents name and phone number  

 Non-Swimmers and children under 48” must be in a life jacket and must have a parent in the water 
with them. 

Non-swimmers and children under 48” without a parent will not be able to swim 

           Swim with Santa  
 Saturday December 12th 1:00-2:30pm 

 $6/ person or $20 for a family of 4 
  


